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EVALUATING OBSERVATION IN
THE CLASSROOM
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DIFFERENCES
BY JOYCE S. PICKERING (AUTHOR), SYLVIA O. RICHARDSON
(CONTRIBUTOR)

What should a teacher look for when
considering whether to make a referral for an
evaluation to determine_if a child has a learning
difference or some other condition impairing
academic progress? To decide, a teacher must
first observe classroom behavior. Below are
guidelines for observations.

Observing Classroom Behavior:

Does the child demonstrate age-
appropriate self-control?

Does the child have a cycle of work
established? (The Montessori cycle of work
indicates the ability to be self-directing in
choosing work, engaging with the work,
and completing and returning the work to
the shelf before choosing another activity.)
Is the child’s activity level average,
hyperactive, or hypoactive?

Is the child easily distracted visually?

Is the child easily distracted aurally?

Does the child avoid certain types of work?
What does the child avoid?

Does the child need the teacher’s guidance
an average amount of time, rarely, or
frequently?



https://www.amazon.com/Joyce-S-Pickering/e/B08NRPJVT1/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Sylvia-O-Richardson/e/B0028816C8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2

OBSERVATION - PART 2

EVALUATING OBSERVATION IN THE CLASSROOM

Observing Classroom Performance:

Does the child sequence appropriately?

Are the child’s gross motor skills coordinated?

Are the child’s fine motor skills coordinated?

Is the child’s perception within normal age limits? (For example: in
Practical Life activities, does the child judge space accurately; in
Sensorial and Math activities, does the child perceive pattern and
gradation?)

Is the child’s oral language development within normal age limits
(listening, vocabulary, verbal expression)?

Does the child stutter or have articulation difficulties?

Are the child’s pre-writing or writing skills age-appropriate?

Are the child’s pre-reading or reading skills age-proficient?

Is the child reading with fluency and understanding?

What are the child’s talents?

Observing Social Behavior:

Does the child have many friends? Few friends?
Are the friends older? Younger?

Is the child immature in social situations?

Does the child avoid social situations?

Does the child display poor judgment in a group?
Does the child overreact to most situations?

Does the child have difficulty relating to adults? To peers?
Does the child dislike being touched?

Does the child have clowning behavior?

Is there withdrawn (shy) behavior?

Is there confrontational behavior?

Is there manipulative behavior?

Is there hostile/aggressive behavior?
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Observing Motor Skills:

Is balance average for the child’s age?

Can the child do alternating movement (walking up the stairs,
skipping)?

Does the child use his eye and hand together in coordination?

Does the child have average coordination of gross motor skills (large
muscles)?

Does the child have fine motor coordination (hand)?

Does the child show average perception of directionality?

Are attempts at handwriting legible? Appropriately spaced?

Source:
Pickering, Joyce S.; Richardson, Sylvia O.. Montessori Strategies for

Children with Learning Differences: The MACAR Model (p. 276-279).
Parent Child Press. Kindle Edition.
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