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Becoming an advisor for the American Montessori Society's Innovation Fellowship Think Tank 
Program has been an enlightening journey, one that started with a personal story about my 
family's experience with Montessori education. Observing my children in a Montessori setting, I 
was struck by how a low-tech environment could so profoundly prepare the next generation by 
grounding them in what makes us authentically human, amidst the chaos of the outside world.  

  

This special project was not just a professional commitment; it was a heartfelt exploration into 
how Montessori's pedagogy, with its emphasis on simplicity and authenticity, aligns with my 
belief in the promise of technology to enhance the human experience. Over the last several 
months, what I've learned has profoundly shaped my perspective:  
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Innovation isn't just about inventing something new. It's about evolving, about ensuring that what 
we hold dear remains relevant and effective. Montessori has survived, and thrived, for over a 
century. Why? Because of its inherent ability to adapt, innovate, and serve the changing needs of 
learners.  

  

This reflection became a guiding principle for our discussions within the Think Tank. The program 
bridges research-based concepts with innovative ideas, aiming to protect the integrity of 
Montessori pedagogy while driving meaningful change. It was a privilege to collaborate with 
educators globally, sharing insights and strategies to navigate innovation within the Montessori 
context.  

  

As we prepare to wrap up the first year and kick off the second cohort at the upcoming Montessori 
Event in Orlando, I'm reminded of the unique window this experience has offered into the 
educators' world. Their dedication to evolving while preserving the essence of Montessori 
education is inspiring.  

  

This endeavor is not about changing Montessori to fit into our world; it's about ensuring 
Montessori continues to change the world. As I join the Think Tank Innovation team in Orlando, 
I look forward to continuing this journey of learning, sharing, and growing together.  

  

This experience has taught me that innovation in education, like in technology, isn't solely about 
the new but about fostering relevance and effectiveness. Montessori's longevity is a testament to 
its ability to innovate from within, ensuring it remains a transformative force in education.  

 


