
Setting Up for the New School Year
3-6 & 6-12

The Montessori Environment

Points to remember



3 - 6 YEARS



Every Year is a Start-Up

These notes are not only for new Montessori classes. They should be referred to at the start of

every year. Following a long break, and with new children joining the group, all classes should have

at least one month of these 'start-up' activities to allow resettling. It is a standard Montessori

principle, that when the children are prepared they will learn much faster, they have become

independent motivated learners. Do not hurry past this stage! 

Educators fear that children will become bored. Tell stories to small groups, sing songs with them,

play simple games. Use the outdoors, use arts & crafts activities, prepare colouring outlines for use

with crayons; prepare easy cutting activities; introduce some science experiments. As they do

these things you demonstrate the routines of the environment, where things are to be found, how

they are to be used, how they are to be returned and so on. 

Then after a few weeks of routine and order, you will introduce or re-introduce the Montessori

materials. This is explained below. 



The First Days
For the first few days use no Montessori exercises. On the shelves have only constructive toys,
paper, and crayons (use stenciled shapes for filling in), Lego, simple puzzles etc.
During the first days, the child’s favourite toys, blankets and so on may be brought but these
should not be encouraged after that.

Teachers should use all their charms in the first days to make the children comfortable. It is
good to tell stories, sing songs and play fun games.

Parents are encouraged to stay a short while in the beginning. They should not stay for long
periods. If the child is still unsettled, the parent may take them away with them and come again
the next day. Parents may need to allow a week for a settling period.

It is not advisable to start more than a few new children together. here should be a phased
start to any class. In an established class start new children at a different time from last year's
children.

Established classes should have a couple of days of the above activities to allow resettling at
the beginning of a new year. Then Montessori activities can be re-introduced to small groups.

(See what Dr. Montessori says about 'The Recall'/ "The Call" in the Absorbent Mind. She

suggests this technique for established classes that have got out of control - at any time of the

year!)



Introducing Montessori Activities
When all or most of the children are occupied the teacher can introduce a simple

movement exercise.

In an exaggerated manner lift a chair and move it to another place, placing it down

slowly, leg by leg. Children will start to watch. Invite one of them to try, then

others. Continue by showing how to sit, place under a table and so on.

OR

Start to sweep up some spilled dirt in a slow exaggerated manner. Children again

will become fascinated. Start to involve children.

Teachers should not ask children to watch. The exercise should attract in itself. Let

other children continue with their activities.

Continue with small group exercises like the above for a day.

Start to introduce some individual practical life exercises, for example basic pouring.



Introducing Montessori Activities
continued... If this is an established class, take small groups of children to another part of the room

and re-present last year's exercises. These presentations will not be the intense

presentations that they had the first time but will establish a pattern of activity with the

children. After a few of these presentations it is normally found that children start to use

all the activities as before. However, the teacher should be observant to note what

activities are not being used and should re-present these.

Gradually remove the toys as children have a sufficient range of other activities.

Remove even items such as crayons and paper after approximately a month. These

should then be re-introduced as an activity to be used in a specific manner. 'Free'

activities will distract from classroom order if not each introduced in a specific way. This

is not to say that the children cannot use them in a creative manner - it is to say that the

'rules' surrounding their use must cater to the order and needs of all in the classroom.



6 - 12 YEARS



These notes are not only for new Montessori classes. They should be referred to at the start of
every school year. Following a long break, and with new children joining the group, all classes
should have at least one month of these 'start-up' activities to allow resettling. It is a standard
Montessori principle, that when the children are prepared they will learn much faster, they have
become independent motivated learners. Do not hurry past this stage! 

Educators fear that children will become bored. Use the outdoors & going out routines, use arts &
crafts activities, introduce some science experiments. If they can read and write let them read
tories, write short stories and as they do these things you demonstrate the routines of the
environment, where things are to be found, how they are to be used, how they are to be returned
and so on. 

Then after a few weeks of routine and order, you will introduce or re-introduce the Montessori
materials. This is explained below. 

Every Year is a Start-Up



Getting Started with Practical Life

For the first few weeks use no Montessori exercises. On the shelves have books,

constructive games, paper and crayons; puzzles; and similar. For older students (9+) have

curriculum lists/ books that they will use available to allow them to discover and explore

what they will learn over the coming months.

Educators should make the children comfortable in the first few days. It is good to read

stories, sing songs and play fun games, according to the interests of the age group. Use the

outdoors as much as possible.

Use these days to establish ability in reading, mathematical skills, general knowledge and so

on. It is a good time to establish a community in the class.

Present courtesy lessons and hold discussions on class rules. Order and methods of

keeping order are an issue that the 6+ children need to be involved in.

The most important lesson in the early days is a lesson on how to interrupt the educators.



Getting Started with Practical Life
continued...
Following this show how to carry furniture, how to move graciously, how to pass by and so

on.

Give group lessons on where things are kept in the classroom. After some weeks children/

students can become involved in certain decisions about how the classroom is laid out; but

the adult may need to monitor this as they have the overview of what is needed in the

environment.

You will have prepared the environment in advance but when the pupils arrive, consider

adaptations to their individual needs.

You may like to organise outings as part of the first week’s activities. Spend much time on

routines, how to prepare for going out and how to manage safety.

After a couple of days or perhaps a week start introducing many arts and crafts activities

emphasising how things are taken out, cleaned and put back.



Order
You, as the educator, need to focus on order. Without order it is impossible to give real

freedom.

1.

Lessons on order should be presented –not as corrections but as demonstrations.2.

Order is needed in the following areas:3.

The environment – clothing, bags, books, papers and so on need to be kept in an orderly

manner or children will find it difficult to manage their own work. The educator should

guide students on deciding how and where to store things.

Work – Children will need guidance on how to keep their work in an orderly way. Present

lessons on order in work. Avoid corrections. Disorderly work will make it difficult for

students to organise their own curriculum.

Curriculum plans – Children need easy to access and orderly versions of their own

curriculum adapted for their age and understanding. Managing curriculum is one of the

most important practical life skills they have to learn. Order and system will make that

more manageable for them. At 6 years they should be shown how to record what they do.

By 9 years they should have access to their curriculum and have some choice in the way

the lessons are planned.



Introducing other
Montessori
activities

In a 6-12 years class tell a Great Story in the first week. Inspire the children. Gradually bring

in the activities related to that Great Story, starting with art and craft activities.

After a month or six weeks start to introduce some individual exercises and do some group

lessons in language, mathematics and other subjects.

If this is an established class, take small groups of students/children to another part of the

room and re-present last year's exercises. These presentations will not be the intense

presentations that they had the first time but will establish a pattern of activity with the

children. After a few of these presentations it is normally found that students/children start

to use all the activities as before. However the educator should be observant to note what

activities are not being used and should re-present these.

After about two months start to present to new children. They need this time of order,

grace, courtesy and self-management to become independent learners.

Gradually remove the puzzles and games.

Remove items such as crayons and paper after a couple of weeks. Re-introduce as activities

to be used in a specific manner - for example as part of the art corner. 'Free' activities will

distract from classroom order if not introduced as specific activities with their own order

and routines. This is not to say that the children/students cannot use them in a creative

manner - it is to say that the 'rules' surrounding their use must cater to the order and needs

of all in the classroom.


