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Scales and Transposition 
 

(a) The Major Scale 

(b) Sensorial transposition  

(c) Transposition strip 

(d) Other Scales 

MATERIAL: 

• Tone bars  

• A major scale strip 

• Scale strips 

• Scales Star  
 
SEQUENCE:    

• After: Basic Notation  

• Before: Advanced Composition 

APPROXIMATE AGE: 7-12 years 

 

PRESENTATION: 

(a) The Major Scale 

Take out the tone bars. Pull all the bars to the front. Ask the child to play the full sequence of the 

tone bars. Remind them that we have played a scale with semi tones between each note. This is 

called a Chromatic Scale.  

 

Now push the black notes to the back and play only the white tone bars. This is the Diatonic Scale. 

Ask the child to describe the differences they hear. Remind them of the pattern of whole tones and 

semi tones in a major scale.  
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(b) Sensorial transposition – singing/playing 

Sing simple songs in one key. Try singing it by starting on a higher or lower note. Tell the child you 

are singing in a different key. Let the child experiment with this for some time. Tell them we have 

usually played in the key of C up to this point. We started our scale on C.  Make two octaves of 

black and white tone bars. Ask the child to play and hum all the white notes (bars). Tell her she has 

played two major scales. Now try to sing a major scale starting on G. Play the G tone bar and sing 

a scale.   

 

 

(c) Transposition strip  

Remind the children of the Diatonic scale. Play the C-scale. Now play a scale starting on D, using 

only the white tone bars. Ask the children if this sounded like a diatonic scale. Repeat, starting on 

other notes to see if they sound like a diatonic scale. Explain that the diatonic scale must keep the 

same pattern of whole and semi tones, otherwise it will not sound the same. Repeat the C-scale. 

Now tell the child we want to play the diatonic scale in another key. We need a special material to 

do this.  

 

Introduce the Major Scale strip. Explain that in order for this to work, we now need to use all the 

tone bars. Using the card, play the simple tune in the key of C. Place the strip up on the tone bars, 

noting how the strip matches the tone bars. Now move the strip up and play the major scale again 

starting on a different note than C. Follow the pattern on the strip. We have played a major scale in 

another key. 
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Play a major scale in the key of C. 

 

Play a major scale in the key of E#. 

We have played a major scale in another key. Let the children experiment playing a simple melody, 

then move the strip somewhere else on the tone bars and play the same simple melody. Explain 

that it is possible to play the same sone in any key because we are using the pattern of whole tones 

and semi tones from the Major Scale. 

 

(d) Other Scales 

Examine the Major Scale strip to note the pattern. Now explain that there are other types of scales.  

 

Introduce the minor scale strip. Compare the two strips and see where there are any differences.  
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Now place the Minor scale strip on the tone bars and play according to the pattern. Ask the children 

what they hear. How do they feel when they hear the minor scale? 

Present the various scale strips and allow the children to experiment playing songs using the notes 

in the scales. 

 


	• Tone bars
	• A major scale strip
	• Scale strips
	• Scales Star

