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THE NOUN 

 

THE NON-PHONETIC NOUN 

 

(a) The Noun Game - black pyramid 

(b) Game with large noun symbols 

(c) Phonetic noun environment cards 

(d) Nouns with the phonetic farm 

(e) Phonetic singular and plural with objects 

 

MATERIAL:  

(a) The Noun Game: The black pyramid  

(b) Game with large noun symbols: Large black card triangles (10 in box) Large black card triangles 

with pictures of familiar objects (10 in box) 

(c) Phonetic noun environment cards: Box or bundle of large black phonetic noun cards 

(d) Nouns with phonetic farm: A group of phonetic objects for a farm - in a basket or on a permanent 

mat - with corresponding black phonetic noun cards 

(e) Phonetic singular and plural: A box of small objects and corresponding black noun cards for the 

singular and plural of each 

 

SEQUENCE:  

• After pink phonetic reading 

• Parallel to blue phonetic reading 

• Before adjective 

 

APPROXIMATE AGE: 4-6 years 

 

PRESENTATION: 

(a) The Noun Game - black pyramid 

In a group ask the child to get you a …. Do not mention what it is you want! Children will get curious. 

After several attempts you say, “Oh! Did I forget to mention the name of what I wanted?  

I forgot the noun. That is an important word.” Take the pyramid in your hand. Then tell the child 

what you wanted. Now explain that the noun is the word we use to name things. Tell them it was 

the first kind of word used by people on earth. It is usually the first word of a baby. We see the noun 

as old as coal, so we use black for the noun. The ancient pyramids are the oldest solid structures 
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of the world that remain today - they are solid and lasting 

and will not move. So, we take the pyramid to represent the 

noun. Show the pyramid to the children. Do not give much 

detail of etymology if presenting to children under 4 or 5 

years. Use more nouns. Hold the pyramid as you say them.  

Ask a child to say a noun and to take the pyramid in his 

hands when he says it. 

 

(b) Game with large noun symbols 

Show the children how to place symbols by objects around the room. Tell them we are placing 

noun symbols at objects because nouns name things or objects. The same game can be played 

with pictures. The teacher can invent many variations on this game.   

For the younger children, use cards with objects from the environment, which they can then place 

around the room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For older children, use large black symbols without pictures, allowing them to discover nouns 

around them. 
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(c) Phonetic noun environment cards 

Show the child how to read and place phonetic noun card by objects in environment. Show the 

child how to collect when finished and to count to ensure all the cards have been collected. Write 

the number of cards inside the lid of the box or inside the packet as a control. 

 

(d) Nouns with the phonetic farm 

Take the phonetic farm with the noun cards. Tell the child she and you are going to put the nouns 

with the farm. Lay out the objects in rows and name them first. Ask the child to read a card. Then 

ask her to find the object. Then ask her to place the card by the object. At the end, read back all 

the cards. 
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(e) Phonetic singular and plural with objects 

Take the heading cards and lay at the top of the table/mat. Tell the child that these say Singular 

and Plural. Take out the cards. Divide into singular and plural (They should be kept separately. Use 

a control mark for each). Read a singular card, place under the heading, and find the object and 

place beside it. Ask the child to find a similar word in the plural bundle. Place it under the plural 

heading and opposite the singular card. Find the objects and place by the card. Continue for all. 

Read back. Repeat that one column is singular and one plural. Do not explain further at this point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POINTS TO NOTE IN APPLICATION:  

NOUN COLOUR = BLACK 

• Material should be neat and attractive; Use 1 cm writing (that is 4 lines and 3 spaces of 1 cm for 

each line of writing); Use indelible black ink; Use script letters. 

• In grammar exercises there should always be a neutral heading card with the name of the part of 

speech written on it. 

• For the singular and plural exercise, it is important to place the cards in separate bundles for singular 

and plural at the start of the exercise. Read the singular, look for the object and ask the child to look 

for ‘one like this in the other bundle’. Place the plural card and then look for plural objects. 

• Dr. Montessori chose the black pyramid as the noun symbol because it represents an ancient solid 

structure and the noun was the first word used in language. It is the most essential and basic of the 

parts of speech. Black represents coal, the oldest organic matter on Earth.  
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THE NON-PHONETIC NOUN 

 

(a) Noun environment cards - non-phonetic 

(b) Noun cards for other classifications (names, animals) 

(c) Nouns with the non-phonetic farm  

(d) Singular and plural – all rules 

(e) Masculine and feminine 

(f) Masculine/Feminine – Singular/Plural 

(g) Rules for Masculine/Feminine – Singular/Plural 

(h) Noun commands 

(i) Definition of a noun  

 

MATERIAL: 

(a) Noun environment cards - non-phonetic: Noun cards for the environment - as for phonetic, but 

now any words for the environment are possible. 

(b) Noun cards for other classifications (names, animals): Groups of black noun cards for a variety 

of classification - names of children in the class, names of countries of Europe, names of garden 

flowers, etc. 

(c) Nouns with the non-phonetic farm: A new farm with a wider selection of animals - they may be 

phonetic and non-phonetic. 

(d) Singular and plural – all rules: Boxes of black singular and plural cards for all rules for plural  

(-es in English), heading cards saying Singular and Plural. The writing may be smaller (0.5 cm), 

the words may be phonetic or non-phonetic and there is no need to use objects. 

(e) Masculine and feminine: Boxes with masculine and feminine cards - on a black card as for 

singular and plural. Heading cards for Masculine and Feminine. 

(f) Masculine/Feminine – Singular/Plural: Box with examples of words, which can be singular or 

plural; and masculine or feminine. Heading cards for Masculine Singular, Masculine Plural, 

Feminine Singular and Feminine Plural. 

(g) Rules for Masculine/Feminine – Singular/Plural: Cards or booklets which give all the rules for 

making words plural. Similar booklet for masculine and feminine. 

(h) Noun commands: Slips of paper with simple commands which change mainly in the noun. 

Underline the noun with a black line. 

(i) Definition of a noun: A simple definition of the noun on black card or in a booklet. 
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SEQUENCE:  

• After the child has worked with green phonogram material 

• After early singular and plural exercises    

 

APPROXIMATE AGE:  5-7 years  

 

PRESENTATION: 

(a) Noun environment cards - non-phonetic  

Present the environments cards. Tell the child to use them as she used the phonetic set.

 

(b) Noun cards for other classifications (names, animals) 

Show the child that you have more cards for him to read. Explain that these are all nouns. Invite 

him to make bundles of nouns on a black card for himself. 

 

(c) Nouns with the non-phonetic farm 

Tell the child you have a second and more difficult farm for her to use. Ask her to place the noun 

cards just as she did for the phonetic farm. 
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(d) Singular and plural – all rules 

Tell the child you have more singular and plural boxes. There are no objects, but he will be able to 

use this activity in the same way as the first box. He can write the words if he likes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(e) Masculine and feminine 

Discuss with the child the fact that we often have separate words for the male and female version 

of words. Start with simple examples like boy/girl; king/queen. Then present the cards to match for 

these. Later boxes include words that change (host/hostess) and that have prefixes, for example 

cocksparrow / hensparrow. 
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(f) Masculine/Feminine – Singular/Plural 

Show the child the box and allow her to try it on her own. Tell her it is fun because it combines both 

Singular/Plural and Masculine/Feminine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(g) Rules for Masculine/Feminine – Singular/Plural 

Introduce the child to the rules for the boxes he has been working with, Singular/Plural and 

Masculine/Feminine. Ask him to make his own books. 

 

(h) Noun commands  

Show the child how to read the noun command slips and carry out the action. Then she should 

place the slip in the lid of the box. It is useful to write the number of slips in the box inside the lid so 

that the child can check the material when putting it away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© WATERPARK MONTESSORI INTERNATIONAL                                                                                                                    Language: The Noun 

9 
 

(i) Definition of a noun  

Introduce the child to a simple definition of a noun. For example: A noun is the word for a thing. 

Invite him to write his own definition. 

 

POINTS TO NOTE IN APPLICATION: 

• As a general rule cards for non-phonetic words can be written in 0.5 cm writing. It is assumed the 

child can read a little by now and is able to recognise letters easily. 

• Invite the child to write the nouns in all these exercises. 
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